




PREPARATION
Print and copy pages  4-11 for your students. You can do either of the following:
• Combine the pages to form a booklet for each student to work on; OR
• Hand out worksheets as you want students to work on them. Please note that if you choose this 

option, students will always need the ‘Possible Suspects’ page handy or leave until all five clues 
are completed. 

• I recommend carrying out a demonstration and a lesson on the math skill before completing a 
clue if it is a concept that your students have not learned or are struggling with. Sometimes, we 
do a clue as a class or in groups if it is too difficult.

• You can get students to work independently or in pairs/groups. This works well for sub tubs, early 
finisher tasks, math centers, and enrichment groups. 

• Important details about each suspect on page 5 are in a row. This information will help students 
decide who to eliminate after unlocking a clue. Whole rows must be crossed off at a time. 

IMPORTANT: The clues must be completed in the order I have arranged them in:1-5! 

If you want to do the clues in a different order, please keep the elimination process of the suspect list until 

all five clues are unlocked.

HOW TO USE 
Read through the article on page 4, ‘Math Mystery: Case of The Troublesome Trickster,’ to set up the 
activity and engage students. An optional video hook is included as a fun way to introduce this 
activity. After solving the case, there is also an ending video to use.

Instruct students that they will need to keep referring back to their Possible Suspect list after solving 
each clue to eliminate rows. Otherwise, you may wish to leave the possible suspects page until the 
end to solve.

Students work through each clue, guided by the teacher or independently (your choice). A clue will 
be revealed after completing a math worksheet if students complete the questions correctly. For 
example: ‘Our sneaky culprit is not small.’ So, in this example, students can conclude that all small-
sized suspects can be eliminated. Whole suspect rows must be eliminated at a time. The last 
suspect row remaining will reveal the guilty suspect. Be careful; some clues are tricky! 

After completing all clues, if done correctly, only one suspect will remain on the list, which is the 
culprit! On page 11, the teacher ticks off the ‘Well done . . . ‘ box, and the student can receive an 
Award (provided on page 18) if they declare the correct answer to the mystery. If a student gets 
the wrong answer, tick the second box, “Oops! Try again,“ and instruct the student to go over their 
work to see where they went wrong. This mystery has an optional ending video clip in your 
download to wrap up the activity. 

ANSWERS

The answer key is found on pages 12 – 17. This includes the elimination process guide of suspects.

AWARDS

On page 18, you will find awards you can print and give students who solve the case correctly. I suggest 

making it a rule that students complete all questions on each worksheet to be eligible for the award 

(even if they can guess what the clue is without finishing all math questions!). You could also make it a 

condition that students show their workouts on the back of the page or on a separate piece of paper if 

applicable.

If you need help, have questions, or notice an error in my work, please email me at 
JJResourceCreations@gmail.com.                         

Thanks! ☺ 

Please <click here> to open on Google Slides

PREPARATION
Print and copy pages  4-11 for your students. You can do either of the following:
• Combine the pages to form a booklet for each student to work on; OR
• Hand out worksheets as you want students to work on them. Please note that if you choose this 

option, students will always need the ‘Possible Suspects’ page handy or leave until all five clues 
are completed. 

• I recommend carrying out a demonstration and a lesson on the math skill before completing a 
clue if it is a concept that your students have not learned or are struggling with. Sometimes, we 
do a clue as a class or in groups if it is too difficult.

• You can get students to work independently or in pairs/groups. This works well for sub tubs, early 
finisher tasks, math centers, and enrichment groups. 

• Important details about each suspect on page 5 are in a row. This information will help students 
decide who to eliminate after unlocking a clue. Whole rows must be crossed off at a time. 

IMPORTANT: The clues must be completed in the order I have arranged them in:1-5! 

If you want to do the clues in a different order, please keep the elimination process of the suspect list until 

all five clues are unlocked.

HOW TO USE 
Read through the article on page 4, ‘Math Mystery: Case of The Troublesome Trickster,’ to set up the 
activity and engage students. An optional video hook is included as a fun way to introduce this 
activity. After solving the case, there is also an ending video to use.

Instruct students that they will need to keep referring back to their Possible Suspect list after solving 
each clue to eliminate rows. Otherwise, you may wish to leave the possible suspects page until the 
end to solve.

Students work through each clue, guided by the teacher or independently (your choice). A clue will 
be revealed after completing a math worksheet if students complete the questions correctly. For 
example: ‘Our sneaky culprit is not small.’ So, in this example, students can conclude that all small-
sized suspects can be eliminated. Whole suspect rows must be eliminated at a time. The last 
suspect row remaining will reveal the guilty suspect. Be careful; some clues are tricky! 

After completing all clues, if done correctly, only one suspect will remain on the list, which is the 
culprit! On page 11, the teacher ticks off the ‘Well done . . . ‘ box, and the student can receive an 
Award (provided on page 18) if they declare the correct answer to the mystery. If a student gets 
the wrong answer, tick the second box, “Oops! Try again,“ and instruct the student to go over their 
work to see where they went wrong. This mystery has an optional ending video clip in your 
download to wrap up the activity. 

ANSWERS

The answer key is found on pages 12 – 17. This includes the elimination process guide of suspects.

AWARDS

On page 18, you will find awards you can print and give students who solve the case correctly. I suggest 

making it a rule that students complete all questions on each worksheet to be eligible for the award 

(even if they can guess what the clue is without finishing all math questions!). You could also make it a 

condition that students show their workouts on the back of the page or on a separate piece of paper if 

applicable.

If you need help, have questions, or notice an error in my work, please email me at 
JJResourceCreations@gmail.com.                         

Thanks! ☺ 

Please <click here> to open on Google Slides

https://www.jjresourcecreations.com/april-fools-day-math-mystery-video-hook-troublesome-trickster.html#/
mailto:JJResourceCreations@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1E0tHoCM-MMKTMz5d9Pds9rO80nHnCyHvikF7Kb7R0SY/copy?usp=sharing
https://www.jjresourcecreations.com/april-fools-day-math-mystery-video-hook-troublesome-trickster.html#/
mailto:JJResourceCreations@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1E0tHoCM-MMKTMz5d9Pds9rO80nHnCyHvikF7Kb7R0SY/copy?usp=sharing
































Fabulous

FREEBIES!

Fabulous

FREEBIES!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-MATH-MYSTERIES-195026
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-MATH-QUESTS-261734
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-DIGITAL-CSI-Quest-Games-384484
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-Reading-Mysteries-Once-Upon-a-Crime-289089
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-Private-Eye-CSI-Literacy-Mysteries-497232
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-Mini-Math-Mysteries-414595
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-MATH-PROJECTS-497233
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-A-Z-Letter-Detective-Mysteries-270648
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-128178-Freebies-497234
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-128178-Freebies-497234
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-MATH-MYSTERIES-195026
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-MATH-QUESTS-261734
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-DIGITAL-CSI-Quest-Games-384484
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-Reading-Mysteries-Once-Upon-a-Crime-289089
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-Private-Eye-CSI-Literacy-Mysteries-497232
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-Mini-Math-Mysteries-414595
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-MATH-PROJECTS-497233
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-11088-A-Z-Letter-Detective-Mysteries-270648
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-128178-Freebies-497234
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Js-Resource-Creations/Category/-128178-Freebies-497234



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20

