St. Joan of Arc School

Parent Newsletter

September 11, 2024
Dear St. Joan of Arc Families,

Last Friday, we had our first Fire Drill. Students evacuated safely and efficiently.

We had our first school Mass Tuesday, 9/10. You would have been extremely proud of our
students behavior and participation in the liturgy, with the choir leading the singing, and student
readers for the first reading and Prayers of the Faithful.

Today we had our Freedom Walk and 9/11 Ceremony in Festival Park. Thank you to all our
families who walked with us and joined us at Festival Park.

Next week, Wednesday, 9/18 through Friday, 9/20, we will have MAP testing in ELA, Reading,
and Math respectively, for our students in grades 2-8. We will avoid other class tests on those
days, and we will make adjustments to the schedule for those grades in order to accommodate
the testing window, which runs 90 minutes from 8:30 to 10:00.

God bless,
Joe Schmitz
Principal

Important dates

e Sept 11- Freedom walk

e Sept 13- Back to school picnic 4:30-6:00

o Sept 18-20 MAP testing grades 2-8

e Sept 23- Restaurant Night at Aberdeen Chic-fil-A
Inclemen her D

This year included in our school calendar, we have Inclement Weather days. The Archdiocese
has required 3 days for the school year. In addition to March 18th and May 15th, April 2nd will
be an Inclement weather day as well. If we do not use any snow days, these days school will be
closed. We will know as these days get closer how those days will be utilized. We appreciate
your understanding of the calendar.



Community Help

Families have a need for donations of bar soap and deodorant for our Good Samaritan House.
Please if you can turn your donation into the school office. Thank you in advance for your help.

Family Survey
We need your help! Every year our school has an opportunity to participate in federal and state

programs that benefit our students with a variety of materials and services. In order to determine
the funding available for these programs, we must have an accurate record of family income
information. To obtain this information, we are asking each family to complete our 2024-2025
Income Survey. Ten minutes of your time can translate to large benefits for our school
community. Please click here to access the link to complete the income survey.

Spiritwear
Last call to show your school spirit and purchase your_SJA wear. The store will be open until

Friday September 13th to get all orders in.

Weekly SJA themed tshirts- This year's AOB theme is “Give Thanks with A Grateful Heart”.
SJA has decided to use "Be Grateful and Give Thanks" for our tshirt logo. The deadline to order
shirts is Friday, September 13. Once orders are delivered, students may wear these shirts every
Wednesday with their PE bottoms or dress uniform bottoms unless otherwise stated. Please click
here to place your orders.

Nurse note
Reminder from the nurse..

Breakfast is truly the most important meal of the day and sometimes the hardest to do. PLEASE
make sure your child eats breakfast before coming to school each day. A protein filled breakfast
helps carry them until lunch time. But something is better than nothing! If you are running late, a
protein bar, granola bar, breakfast bar, dry cereal are all quick choices that can be eaten on the
drive to school. This helps cut down on late morning headaches, stomach aches and difficulty
paying attention.

Attendance: If your child is going to be absent from school, arrive late or leave early~~ Could
you please email their homeroom teacher along with 'attendance@stjoanarc.org'. This will alert
the nurse and the main office.


https://click.pstmrk.it/3s/docs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeg-3NogRHUiT_1oQFpmd1er1ZEEcWYmXGJpamiHBUY8wYNQQ%2Fviewform/ojo/b8y3AQ/AQ/41931520-7e54-41ed-a9cc-755554c15e0d/1/xba53O7y6v
https://stjoanofarcspiritwear.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/stjoanarc/tshirts2425?token=812802191

Prescription Medications: If your child needs any medication while at school (Inhalers,
Epinephrine Auto Injectors, Benadryl etc.) please send them in as soon as possible with a signed
Physician's Order.

Over The Counter Medications: Remember if your child is to receive any medication at
school, I must have a signed Physician's Order to give that medication. All Over the Counter
Medications must be sent in to be administered. There are no stock medications available.

FORMS: Please complete any outstanding forms from SchoolAdmin. You can either upload
them back to SchoolAdmin or email them directly to me. sbaer@stjoanarc.org.

IlIness: If your child is not feeling well in the morning, please consider keeping them home to
evaluate their condition. This would be for any fever above 100.4, excessive coughing, stomach
issues or sore throats.

Donations

We are in need of copy paper. Please use the Sign-Up Genius link to sign up . If you send a ream
of paper in with your student, please label it with your first and last name so we can keep track of
who has sent them in. All donations are to go straight to the office. Please track your hours on
the site and we will approve them when we receive your donation!

HSA NEWS

Today going home with your student is a reminder of our Back to School Picnic this Friday
4:30-6:00 pm on the black top. We also are looking forward to our first Restaurant night Monday
September 23rd at the Aberdeen Chic-fil-A. A flyer will be going home toward the end of next
week as a reminder. Also, another way to help your school is by using Box Tops. Please click the
link to get started.

Raise Right
RaiseRight is a Gift Card Fundraiser for our school. Every purchase earns revenue for you and the school.

RaiseRight fundraising continues all year round. To create an account please go to RaiseRight use the
school code A9C13C7351446. If you're a returning RaiseRight participant, invite friends and family to
help you earn this year. Use the RaiseRight app and visit Account > Settings > Invite Friends & Family
to email or text your personal invite link. You can look for the RaiseRight flyer at Back to School night
with the QR code to link to earn for SJA.


https://www.trackitforward.com/site/592007/event/759391
https://www.boxtops4education.com/s/how-to-earn
https://www.raiseright.com/

Track It Forward

This is the website we use to track volunteer hours for the year. Each family is required to
volunteer 20 hours per school year. If you choose not to volunteer, your FACTS account will be
billed on May 14, 2025 for $10.00 per incomplete hour for up to 20 hours. Existing families,
please make sure your information is correct and you have an account on Track It Forward. New
families, please click the link below to register and create an account for the school year. Each
family only needs one account. Some opportunities are already available. We are looking
forward to having volunteers back in our school! For questions about Track it Forward or
volunteer hours please contact Christina Hinch at chinch@stjoanarc.org

Drop off / Pick up
Parents a gentle reminder to please be mindful of the crosswalks and fire hydrants when

dropping off and picking up. Also, if dropping off after 8:10am please walk your student into the
Main Entrance. We appreciate your understanding as we continue to get our routines down in the
morning and afternoon.



Aberdeen MD [HRESEE !

Parish Bulletins

St Joan of Arc Church
St Patricks Church


https://www.fataonline.com/bulletin/bulletin-761725984328.pdf
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletin/bulletin-1311725991311.pdf
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Recycle your household bags & wrap into Trex’s
Earth-friendly composite decking and railing!
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Bring Your Own Picnic Dinner
Meet Members of the SJA School
Community \
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Sep 13+ 4:30pm * SJA School 230 S Law St, Aberdeen
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