
St. Joan of Arc School
Parent Newsletter

November 13, 2024

Dear SJA Parents and Families,
As we move toward the end of the trimester, I wanted to make you aware that we will be posting
grades electronically this year. No paper copies of report grades will be distributed.

I also want to congratulate our students for responding appropriately during the Hold we called
yesterday. Everyone remained calm and followed expectations. In the upcoming weeks we will
have drills on the other emergency response codes. I will keep you advised when we are doing
these to minimize student anxiety, but I would ask you to reinforce that whenever these codes
take place, the students' collective cooperation is the best way for them to be safe.

Thank you
Joseph A. Schmitz
Principal

Important Dates

● Nov 15 Asynchronous Half day/ No students on campus
● Nov 18 Scholastic Book Fair Begins
● Nov 21 Parent Shop night at the Book Fair
● Nov 26 Grandparents Special Friends Day/ Trimester 1 awards Assembly
● Nov 27-29 Closed for Thanksgiving Break
● Dec 1 11:15 Family Mass
● Dec 4 8th grade High school Placement Test
● Dec 12 Christmas Concert 6-8pm
● Dec 13 Jingle Bell Shop
● Dec 19 Dress down day/ Class parties @ 2:00pm
● Dec 20 Living Nativity @ 10 am Half day dismissal 12:05 No aftercare
● Dec 23- Jan1 School Closed for Christmas Break
● Jan 2- Back to school



SJA Lunch Program

St. Joan of Arc School will start our hot lunch program next Wednesday November 20th. The
order form will be emailed out tomorrow November 14th. Please complete one form per student.
Orders are due by 8am each Monday. There will be NO exceptions. Your student will have the
option of ordering cheese pizza, pepperoni pizza or a garden salad. You may add grilled chicken
if you order a salad. Please contact Mrs. Pam Franke at pfranke@stjoanarc.org with any
questions.

Asynchronous Day
Friday, November 15 is an Asynchronous learning day, students will not attend school. Students
will have work to do at home for their classes. This work will be sent home or added to their
Google Classroom. This work must be completed and turned in to the teacher.

Grandparents and Special Friends
Grandparents and Special Friends are welcome to visit St Joan of Arc on November 26th. We
will begin liturgy at 8:30am, followed by our Trimester awards. You will then head over to
school to spend some time in the classroom. A sign up has been emailed home. Please fill out the
form and send it back no later than November 20th.

Good Samaritan House Food Drive
In this season of giving we are asking our SJA Families for donations for the Good Samaritan
house. Your child went home this week with a flyer on what each grade can contribute. Please
turn all items into the office no later than November 25,2024.

Emergency & Weather related Closings/Delayed Openings
St. Joan of Arc School follows the same procedures for school closing and delays as does the
Harford County Public School System. If Harford County schools close early because of
inclement weather, SJA will do the same. Extended Care will not open on days when school is
closed. Morning Care will not be open when school is opening late. If school is dismissed early,
Extended Care will be opened until 1 hour after dismissal.

Book Fair
The Book Fair is November 18- 26. See attached flyer for more information. You can also use
the link below to find out more information as well as set your student up to make purchases on
their assigned shopping day.
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/stjoanofarcschool

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/stjoanofarcschool


Sunshine Committee- Holiday Giving
The Sunshine Committee with help from all you is sponsoring local families, as well as some
from Harford Family House again this year for Christmas. We had such a great response from all
of you, we are hoping for the same this year.
We will be accepting gift card donations of any denomination from Amazon, Target or Walmart.
REMEMBER, RAISE RIGHT IS A GREAT SOURCE FOR PHYSICAL GIFT CARDS- PLUS
YOU SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL IN THE PROCESS!!!
Your donations will help make someone’s Christmas very special. Please consider donating and
send your donations to school by Wednesday, December 4th to the attention of ‘The Sunshine
Committee.’ Thank you for your help in spreading kindness and joy this Holiday Season!!

Notes from the Nurse
Attendance: If your child is going to be absent from school, arrive late or leave early~~ Could
you please email their homeroom teacher along with 'attend

Illness: If your child is not feeling well in the morning, please consider keeping them home to
evaluate their condition. This would be for any fever above 100.4, excessive coughing, stomach
issues or sore throats. We do have some cases of Streptococcus, Flu and Pneumonia around the
building. If your child isn’t feeling 100%, please consider keeping them home. Thank you!

Grant & Aid
The 2025-2026 Grant & Aid Applications opened on November 1,2024. You may access the
application by clicking here. Please be sure to complete the application early as the deadline is
February 28, 2024 NO EXCEPTIONS. Should you have any questions please contact Mrs Pam
Franke at pfranke@stjoanarc.org.

HSA
This week your student came home with information regarding the Original works fundraiser.
Through the program, students have created artwork that you then can have reproduced onto a
variety of keepsake products. The individualized flyers will be sent home soon. The products
range from magnets to mugs and start at just $6.00. These products will make great
Christmas/Holiday gifts. They will arrive at school right before Christmas Break.

Proceeds from the program will go to our HSA’s general fund. For more information on
Original Works please visit their website at www.originalworks.com
Thank you for supporting this unique and creative program! Any questions please reach out to:
Susan Baer: sbaer@stjoanarc.org

https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3QD7M
mailto:pfranke@stjoanarc.org
https://www.originalworks.com/


🎄Jingle Bell Shop will be December 13th. Save the date!!🎄
Sign up to donate or to volunteer the day of

Raise right
Purchase gift cards from over 750+ brands through RaiseRight to fundraise for SJA. You get the
full amount of the gift card - but each purchase earns up to 20% for SJA.

Bonus events increase earnings on select brands - RaiseDays starts Nov.14. You must have an
account to view bonuses - download the mobile app for a sneak peak of the 175+ bonuses
starting Nov. 13. If you do not have an account yet, go to RaiseRight.com to get started
and use enrollment code A9C13C7351446 to earn for SJA. Already have an account? Start
browsing the brands you already use and take the extra step to purchase gift cards before
shopping. Plan ahead for stocking stuffers and place a physical gift card order by Nov. 15 to
get in time for the holidays or check the bonus days for eGift cards (which can also be sent as
gifts).
Upcoming bonus events include - most bonuses only apply to eGift or reloadable gift cards.
Raise Days on Nov. 14-15 and Nov. 21-22.
Dazzle Days on Nov. 30 - Dec. 13
eGift card bonuses Dec. 14-23

The next order for physical gift card orders will be placed Nov. 15 (ship to coordinator option).
A December order will not be placed due to shipping times not guaranteed before Christmas
break. eGift cards are available to purchase anytime for immediate use.

Track it Forward
There are many opportunities for volunteer hours on Track it Forward. Please be mindful that
families need 20 hours for the year. We are in need of reams of paper for our school. Please send
it to the office when brought in.

Parish Bulletins
St Joan of Arc
St. Patricks

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/592007/event/781056
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/592007/event/781056
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/592007/events
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletin/bulletin-761730990195.pdf
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletin/bulletin-1311730992036.pdf




Good Samaritan House Donations

During this season of giving we are collecting donations for the Good Samaritan

House. Please turn in to the school office no later than November 25, 2024.

Pre K 3 -deodorant - travel size

Pre K 4 --toothpaste ( can be travel size)

K - any canned fruit

1st - bar soap

2nd -canned pasta with meat if possible, like ravioli

3rd- small bottles of dawn detergent

4th- any canned veggie

5th- beans - like baked or chili or black ( not green)

6th- pasta and sauce

7th-peanut butter

8th - grape jelly




