St. Joan of Arc School
Parent Newsletter

December 4, 2024

Dear SJA Parents and Families,

I had previously indicated we would have a lockdown drill today, December 4.
Due to a schedule conflict, we have moved that to Tomorrow, December 5. I will
let you know when the drill has been completed.

There are many events for our students to look forward to in the coming weeks: St.
Nicholas’ Day, Advent celebration of Reconciliation in the Church, the Christmas
concert here, and more. We hope that you and your children are having the opportunity to
prepare to welcome the Christ child in your homes and hearts.

Blessings,
Mr. Schmitz

Important Dates

Dec 12 Christmas Program 6pm in the Church
Dec 13 Jingle Bell Shoppe
Dec 19 Dress Down Day/Class Parties @ 2pm
Living Nativity @ 10 am / Last day of school 12:05 dismissal No
Dec 20 aftercare
Dec 23- Jan 1 Christmas Break

Jan 2 First Day back to school




Christmas Concert

Each homeroom was sent home information by email for the concert next Thursday evening.
Please have your child in their classroom at the time asked by their homeroom teacher. The
concert will start promptly at 6pm.

Emergency & Weather related Closings/Delayed Openings
St. Joan of Arc School follows the same procedures for school closing and delays as does the

Harford County Public School System. If Harford County schools close early because of
inclement weather, SJA will do the same. Extended Care will not open on days when school is
closed. Morning Care will not be open when school is opening late. If school is dismissed early,
Extended Care will be opened until 1 hour after dismissal.

Nurse Notes
Attendance: If your child is going to be absent from school, arrive late or leave early~~ Could

you please email their homeroom teacher along with 'attendance(@stjoanarc.org’, with the reason

your child is missing school. Please include their symptoms if they are ill.

Ilness: If your child is not feeling well in the morning, please consider keeping them home to
evaluate their condition. This would be for any fever above 100.4, excessive coughing, stomach
issues or sore throats. We do have some cases of Streptococcus, Flu and Pneumonia around the

building. If your child isn t feeling 100%, please consider keeping them home. Thank you!

Holiday Gift Giving
The Sunshine Committee is sponsoring some local families and some from Harford Family

House again this year for Christmas. We had such a great response from all of you last year, we
are hoping for the same this year.

We will be accepting gift card donations of any denomination from Amazon, Target or Walmart
or any place of your choice. Your donations will help make someone’s Christmas very special.
Please consider donating and send your donations to school by Friday, December 6th to the

attention of ‘The Sunshine Committee.’

Thank you for your help in spreading kindness and joy this Holiday Season!!



Grant & Aid

The 2025-2026 Grant & Aid Applications opened on November 1,2024. You may access the
application by clicking here. Please be sure to complete the application early as the deadline is
February 28, 2024 NO EXCEPTIONS. Should you have any questions please contact Mrs Pam

Franke at pfranke(@stjoanarc.org.

1st Trimester Survey
As the 1st trimester comes to a close and a new one begins soon, we want to hear from you. We

would love to hear your thoughts or feedback on how we can improve! Please know that this is a
quick anonymous survey. Thank you in advance for your participation.
https://forms.gle/SDbfMzJL.3ivSwS7N8

HSA

Jingle Bell Shoppe is December 13th. Your child will be going home this week with a flyer and
envelope . Your child will need their envelope on December 13th for purchases. Please make
sure to have all information filled out. You can also see a flyer attached and the end of the
newsletter. We are still in need of Volunteers and donations. Please sign up by clicking the link.

Track it Forward
Earn your service hours. We are in need of paper and water donations.Click here to sign up.

From Mrs. Ericson
Thank you for a very successful Book Fair! Each week the class with 100% book return will be
announced and this week Congratulations goes to Mrs. Nocket’s first grade class.

Parish News
Get ready for Christmas and make new friends at this fun social event!

Join us on Saturday, December 14th at 10 AM in the St. Joan of Arc Parish Hall (downstairs in
the Church building) for a Continental Breakfast, followed by guided Live Wreath decoration.
You will decorate a live Frazier Fir wreath! All decorating materials will be supplied.

AND ... you get to keep your wreath for your home decorations at the end of the event!

This will be a ticketed event: $40 per wreath. Tickets are available via our Parish Website
(sjaparish.org/events/wreath) or call the Parish Office. Don t delay - only 60 tickets available!

Join SJA at the Annual Aberdeen Christmas parade. Please meet 2:30-2:45 in front of the
Parish Office.


https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3QD7M
mailto:pfranke@stjoanarc.org
https://forms.gle/SDbfMzJL3ivSw57N8
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/592007/event/781056
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/592007/event/1001857
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/592007/events
http://sjaparish.org/events/wreath
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CHRISTMAS IN ABERDEEN

Hturting, 'Fridm; “‘November 29th

INTERACTIVE LIGRT DISFLAY, FESTIVAL OF TREES, BREAKFAST WITH SARTA, CRAFT
FAIR, PARADE, TREE LIGHTING AND MORE! SCAN THE QR CODE FOR DATES AND TIMES

Fri-Sun Starting
Movember 29th
Ripken Stadium
873 Long Dr.
Aberdeen, Md.
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For more information
email: vhorne@aberdeenmd. gov
www. aberdeenmainstreet.org



GET READY FOR OUR

%Y
JINGLE BELL

FRIDAY DEC 13TH

h.‘ ! GIVE YOUR CHILD THE JOY OF 'y ‘J“
“> a» SELECTING THEIR OWN HOLIDAY w= ™
GIFTS FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS .

What's special about our holiday shoppe?

Affordable gifts for the whole family
Helpful volunteers to assist shoppers
Gifts wrapped on the spot
Safe, supervised shopping environment

R All proceeds support our school programs

STAY TUNED FOR
PRICING DETAILS!







