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Dear SJA Parents and Families, 

Happy Catholic Schools Week!  I have to admit, this isn’t what I had visualized when people told 
me it would be a crazy week. 

We are doing everything we can to check the spread of flu and viruses.  We have limited the 
interaction of students outside their own grades and suspended clubs for the week.  We had the 
school sanitized last night after our usual cleaning was complete.  Unfortunately, as you know 
we have had to postpone or cancel some of the fun things we had planned for the week, like the 
John Carroll Rock Band.  We are attempting to re-schedule that and when we have a firm date, 
we will re-invite parents.   

Mrs. Baer has been in contact with the Health Department throughout the uptick in student and 
staff illness.  There has not been any recommendation from them that we move to virtual 
learning.  As Mrs. Baer stated yesterday, if you are concerned about your child being in school, 
you may make a parental decision to keep them home, and let their teacher and Mrs. Baer know 
you are doing this.  If it is practicable, I will ask teachers to send assignments home.  If not, they 
will have the opportunity to make up work when they return to school. 

I want to make one more pitch for Mr. Dugan’s presentation to parents on internet and social 
media safety for their children, which is taking place tomorrow night at 6:30 in the church hall.  
We have asked that you RSVP, but if you have the opportunity to come at the last minute, and 
have not had the opportunity to RSVP, please come anyway.  We will have room for you.  This is 
an important topic for you to develop an awareness of, so you can know what to look for when 
you talk to your kids about staying out of harm’s way in these areas.  This presentation is for 
adults only. 

Finally, Archbishop Lori will be here at the 11:15 to formally install Fr. Francis as the pastor of 
St. Joan of Arc.  Please let us show our support by attending the 11:15 Mass.  In addition, 
Archbishop Lori would like to recognize any Boy or Girl Scouts in attendance. If your son or 
daughter is active in scouts, please let Mrs. Maid know before the weekend at 
emaid@stjoanarc.org.  Thanks, and I hope to see you at Mass. 

Blessings, 

Mr. Schmitz 

mailto:emaid@stjoanarc.org


Social Media & Internet Safety Presentation 
We are asking that all parents attending please RSVP for this event by clicking here. The 
presentation is for adults only. 
 
 
Important Dates 
 
Jan 27-31 Catholic Schools Week 

Jan 30 6:30 Social Media & Internet Presentation 

Jan 31 12:05 dismissal NO AFTERCARE 

Feb 2 Family Mass @ 11:15 

Feb 7 Middle School Social 6- 8pm 

Feb 13 Class parties 2pm 

Feb 14 No School / Faculty Retreat 

Feb 17 School Closed 

Feb 20 Individual Photo Day 

Feb 27- Mar 14 Joe Corbi Fundraiser 

Feb 28 
End of Trimester / Asynchronous half day / No students on 

Campus 

 
 
 
Family Mass Sunday Feb 2nd:On Sunday February 2nd, at 11:15 AM Mass, Most Reverend 
William E. Lori, Archbishop of Baltimore, will be coming to St. Joan of Arc to formally install 
Fr. Francis as our new Pastor. Our own 'SJA Voices' will join with the Parish Music ministry to 
sing for this important moment in the life of our parish and school community. A light reception 
will follow downstairs in the Parish Hall. All school families are invited to be present for this 
very special occasion. 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts: The Archbishop would like to recognize any students who are 
active girl/bo scouts at the 11:15 Mass on this Sunday. Please have your student wear their scout 
uniform in attendance.  
 
Influenza Like Illness- Update : We appreciate everyone’s help and understanding as we 
navigate through this illness. While we do have some new cases today, we also have some 
students that are able to return to school as  well. That is good news for us! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNd6AR_1tfCXge0eGuC5HwNSWe8hd-VTGR8XmvMfYXBH-X8A/viewform


 
Some parents have asked about symptoms to look for and what to do. It seems that there are a 
few common symptoms, but by no means are these the only ones that have been reported. Most 
frequently is unusual fatigue, a dull headache that lingers, high fevers-especially overnight and 
body aches. Many have also had decreased appetite, nausea, diarrhea and vomiting.  
 
We continue to update the Harford County Health Department on a regular basis and follow their 
recommendations.  
 
If your child is not feeling well, we ask that you keep them home and evaluate how they are 
feeling. We are also asking if you are keeping your child home from school for any reason that 
you include the nurse in your email. If they are not feeling well, could you please list their 
symptoms so illnesses can be tracked in each classroom. 
 
 
Hot Lunch : Our next  hot lunch will be Wednesday 2/5/25. An order form will be sent out 
tomorrow morning at 8am. All orders for 2/5 /25 will need to  be placed by 8 am on Monday 
2/3/25.  
 
 
From Mrs. Ericson:Mrs. Ericson would like to congratulate Mrs. Simmons classon 100% 
book return ! 
 
Registration:Registration for current students at SJA is now open for  the 2025-2026 school 
year . It is important to make sure you have registered your child before the deadline,  Please 
register here .  THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS FEBRUARY 1, 2025.   If you have any 
questions please reach out to Mrs. Elisa Maid. You may reach her by email at 
EMaid@stjoanarc.org.  
 
Grant & Aid:The 2025-2026 Grant & Aid Applications opened on November 1,2024. You may 
access the application by clicking here. Please be sure to complete the application early as the 
deadline is February 28, 2024 NO EXCEPTIONS.  
Facts now has a  phone line just for applicants to call if they need assistance with the Grant & 
Aid application.  Their representatives are happy to help with the application form, 
documentation, or other general questions!  (866) 315-9262 
 
 

https://stjoanarc.fsenrollment.com/users/sign_in
https://stjoanarc.fsenrollment.com/users/sign_in
mailto:EMaid@stjoanarc.org
https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3QD7M


SJA Summer Camp:SJA Summer Camp information will be sent out to families by the end of 
the week. We apologize for not having registration information out to families this week. We are 
working hard to finalize all details, 

 

STEM Camp July 7-11:SJA will be holding a STEM CAMP this summer. This is a great 
experience for your student to use their creativity,  imagination, and build confidence. Attached 
to the newsletter is the Camp Invention flyer. Sign up now and use the discount code “ FUN25” 
to take $25.00 off. Click here to register. 

 
Stem Opportunities:Looking for STEM opportunities outside of school for your student?  Take 
a look at this STEM website for STEM opportunities outside of school. Here is the 
link:https://sites.google.com/stjoanarc.org/stem/stem-opportunities 
 
Clubs:Please see attached permission slips for Jump Rope Club, Knitting and Crocheting Club, 
Arts and Crafts Club, and Environmental Club. 
 
 
HersheyPark Tickets:Discounted HersheyPark tickets are on sale again this year! Please click 
here to order. Ticket sales begin today, January 15th and will end on Friday April 11th. 
Admission tickets are discounted to $50.00 each. Every 10 tickets sold earns one ticket to help 
send our 8th graders on their class trip for free! Tickets are valid for any one public operational 
day in 2025. Please email svara@stjoanarc.org with any questions. 
 
 
Track it Forward:All families registered on Track it Forward have received an "Hour Update" 
email this past week. If you have not received an email regarding your volunteer hours, please 
register your family on Track it Forward by clicking here.   
 
NEW opportunities have been added for upcoming events as well as our ongoing opportunities. 
We are always in need of water, forever stamps, and reams of paper. School reviews and 
testimonies are also year around opportunities!  
 
Please keep in mind that 20 hours need to be completed by May 5, 2025 in order to receive credit 
for this year. Any hours left incomplete by May 6, 2025 at 8:00am will be billed through FACTS 
at the rate of $10.00 per hour. Please keep in mind that 20 hours need to be completed by May 5, 
2025 in order to receive credit for this year. Any hours left incomplete by May 6, 2025 at 8:00am 
will be billed through FACTS at the rate of $10.00 per hour.  
 

https://www.invent.org/programs/camp-invention
https://sites.google.com/stjoanarc.org/stem/stem-opportunities
https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/stjoanarc/hersheypark2025?token=1874866403
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/stjoan-arc-school
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/592007/events


Are you looking for an easy way to get your hours for the year? We are looking  for a 
chairperson to coordinate our Restaurant nights for next year. All you need to do is coordinate 
with a restaurant each month for us to hold our fundraiser as well as creating a flyer. If this is 
something you would be interested in please contact chinch@stjoanarc.org.  
 
 
HSA news 
Thank you to all those who participated in our Restaurant night, we appreciate your support. 
Our next fundraiser will be Joe Corbis, this has been a huge success in past years. The fundraiser 
will run February 27 thru March 14, 2025. The delivery date will be Monday, April 14th. 
Information will go home with your student as the date nears. Be on the lookout! 
 
Join us February 28th for a Cash Bingo in the church hall. Please see the flyer attached for more 
information! 
 

mailto:chinch@stjoanarc.org


 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 


