
St. Joan of Arc School
Parent Newsletter

January 8, 2025

Dear Parents and SJA Families,

I hope each of you had a wonderful Christmas and New Year’s holiday! It’s that time of year to
re-register for next year. Re-registering before January 10 will save you $75 on your registration
fee for each child attending.

I also want to give you a “save the date”. On January 30, St. Joan of Arc School will be hosting
a presentation by Mr. Joe Dugan, of the Maryland State Police, to speak to parents and guardians
about Internet and Social Media safety. This will take place at 6:30 in the church hall, 222 S.
Law Street, Aberdeen. This topic is very important to know about to keep our kids safe and out
of trouble. The presentation will be for adults only.

Blessings,
Mr. Schmitz

Please be sure to read all of this week's newsletter as there is important information.

Office Update

Mrs. Vara is back in the front office from her maternity leave. She can be reached at
svara@stjoanarc.org or by calling 410-272-1387 ext. 218.

Mrs. Hinch is remaining in the office as well and can be reached at chinch@stjoanarc.org or
410-272-1387 ext. 224

MAP Testing

Due to the weather and closing of school this week we have shifted our MAP testing by one day.
Testing will now begin tomorrow Thursday, January 9, 2025, and continue on Friday, as well as
Monday January 13, 2025. Please remember to have your child get a good night's rest, as well as
eating a healthy breakfast to start their day.



Important Dates

Jan 2 First Day back to school

Jan 5 Family Mass @ 11:15

Jan 8-10 Winter MAP Testing

Jan 17 12:05 Dismissal

Jan 20 School Closed MLK Jr. Day

Jan 27-31 Catholic Schools Week

Jan 30 6:30 Social Media & Internet Presentation

Jan 31 12:05 dismissal NO AFTERCARE

Feb 2 Family Mass @ 11:15

Snow Days

There are three inclement weather days built into our school calendar beyond the required
number. If all of those are used, teachers will provide work for subsequent days we are closed,
and those days will become Asynchronous instructional days.

Winter Weather Closing

St. Joan of Arc School follows the same procedures for school closing and delays as does the
Harford County Public School System. If Harford County schools close early because of
inclement weather, SJA will do the same. Extended Care will not open on days when school is
closed. Morning Care will not be open when school is opening late. If school is dismissed early,
Extended Care will be opened until 1 hour after dismissal.

Grant & Aid
The 2025-2026 Grant & Aid Applications opened on November 1,2024. You may access the
application by clicking here. Please be sure to complete the application early as the deadline is
February 28, 2024 NO EXCEPTIONS.

Facts now has a phone line just for applicants to call if they need assistance with the Grant &
Aid application. Their representatives are happy to help with the application form,
documentation, or other general questions! (866) 315-9262

https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3QD7M


Registration
Registration for the 2025-2026 is here! Save $75 if you register now through January 10th. If
you register after January 10th the registration fee increases to $200. Please register here. THE
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS FEBRUARY 1, 2025.

Hot Lunch
Hot Lunch for today, Wednesday 1/8/25 was cancelled. All orders for 1/8/25 will now be placed
for next Wednesday 1/15/25. There will NOT be a new order going out for next week.

Track it Forward
As school is getting back into full swing please be sure to check out opportunities to earn your
Volunteer Hours. We are also in need of donations of water, stamps, and paper. Please click the
link to sign up.

SJA Summer Camp

SJA will be holding summer camp this year starting the week of June 8th. Information and
registration will be coming out over the next few weeks. Please be sure to keep an eye out as
camps do fill up quickly.

Parish Bulletins

St. Joan of Arc

St. Patricks

https://stjoanarc.fsenrollment.com/users/sign_in
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/592007/events
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletin/bulletin-761735829112.pdf
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletin/bulletin-1311735829777.pdf


Sunday – Celebrating Our Parish School : Students will welcome Catholic Schools Week by
speaking at St. Joan of Arc and St. Patrick’s in Havre de Grace about their experience at SJA.

Monday – Celebrating Our Community : Students will celebrate the “Souper Bowl” by
bringing in canned soup for the Good Samaritan House and wearing their favorite football jersey
with P.E. bottoms. Students will make cards for community members. Prospective families
interested in SJA are invited to Open House from 8:30-10:30 am by registration only.

Tuesday – Celebrating Our Families: Students will be making thank you cards for their
parents. Parents are invited to attend the JC Rock Band performance with their students. Parents
must RSVP before January 24 th and we are limited to 2 guests per family.

Wednesday – Celebrating Our Students :Chick-fil-A breakfast sandwiches will be served in
the morning with special student activities throughout the day. Students will wear their class
color with P.E. bottoms.

Thursday- Celebrating Our Parish Staff & Vocations: Students will celebrate the support of
our Parish Staff by making cards/gifts for the Parish Staff. Students can wear red, green and
violet accessories to represent liturgical colors. Students will make prayer cards for residents at
Mercy Ridge.

Friday – Celebrating our Faculty : Students will celebrate their teachers with special surprises.
Lunch will be provided by HSA for the Faculty. Students dress like your teachers and teachers
dress up like students. 12:05 pm dismissal




