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Dear SJA Parents and Families, 
I have always said February is the longest and shortest month. The many illnesses and 
weather-related closings have been challenging! I hope you and your family have remained well, 
or if not, have recovered quickly.  
I would like to take the opportunity to thank Mrs. Baer, she has done an amazing job managing 
the health suite and keeping us in line with the health department’s recommendations through 
this time. 
 
I also want to share links to parent resources which Mr. Joe Dugan provided during his 
presentation last week. He feels these sites provide parents with useful information to assist in 
keeping their kids safe from internet and social media harm. 
 
NetSmartz Workshop  
Enough is Enough.  
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children – CyberTipline 
Commonsense.org  
Institute for Responsible Online and Cell-Phone Communication 
Cyberwise: No Grownup Left Behind!  
Protect Young Eyes  
Cyber Civil Rights Initiative – Online Removal Guide 
National Parent Helpline  
No More Stolen Childhoods 
 
I hope these are helpful to you. 
Blessings, 
Mr. Schmitz 

 

https://www.missingkids.org/NetSmartz/home
https://enough.org/
https://report.cybertip.org/
http://commonsense.org
https://www.iroc2.org/
https://www.cyberwise.org/
https://www.protectyoungeyes.com/
https://cybercivilrights.org/online-removal
https://nationalparentyouthhelpline.org/
https://changetheconversation.org/


 
 
 
Feb 13 Class parties 2pm 

Feb 14 No School / Faculty Retreat 

Feb 17 School Closed 

Feb 20 Individual Photo Day 

Feb 27- Mar 14 Joe Corbi Fundraiser 

Feb 28 
End of Trimester / Asynchronous half day / No students on 

Campus 

 
 
 
Winter Weather and School Closing: We have now used all 3 of our Inclement Weather 
days for the year. Any day going forward closed due to weather will be an Asynchronous day for 
our students. Teachers will send home assignments prior to when bad weather is forecasted. 
Students should return assignments upon return to school. Remember we follow Harford County 
Public Schools for weather related delays and closings.  
 
Annual Fund and Race for Ed :This year in lieu of The Race for Ed fundraiser, we have 
decided to increase our efforts into the Annual Fund.  The Annual Fund is a yearly fundraiser at 
SJA that is mailed out to all parishioners, school families, alumni, friends and businesses.  You 
can earn 1 hour of volunteer time for every 5 names and addresses that you provide to the school. 
You can track your hours here.   Please note you cannot include yourself or parishioners of SJA.  
Please email Elisa Maid emaid@stjoanarc.org all contact information. 
 
Lunch in a Limo: Due to our ongoing sickness and recommended by the Health Department 
we will be postponing our Lunch in a Limo. As soon as we have secured a new date a new 
permission slip will be sent home.  
 
Hot Lunch : Our next  hot lunch will be Wednesday 2/12/25. An order form will be sent out 
tomorrow morning at 8am. All orders for 2/12/25 will need to  be placed by 8 am on Monday 
2/9/25.  Just a reminder, the order placed with Pats is for the total orders we received for the day. 
We do not purchase extra pizza “just in case”. Please be mindful to be sure to send your student 
with lunch if you have not purchased hot lunch for the day.  
 
Grant & Aid:The 2025-2026 Grant & Aid Applications opened on November 1,2024. You may 
access the application by clicking here. Please be sure to complete the application early as the 
deadline is February 28, 2024 NO EXCEPTIONS.  

 

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/592007/event/1034810
https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3QD7M


 
Facts now has a  phone line just for applicants to call if they need assistance with the Grant & 
Aid application.  Their representatives are happy to help with the application form, 
documentation, or other general questions!  (866) 315-9262 
 
SJA Summer Camp: Bring on the fun and sign up for summer camp  at SJA. Click here to 
register.   

STEM Camp July 7-11:SJA will be holding a STEM CAMP this summer. This is a great 
experience for your students to use their creativity,  imagination, and build confidence. Attached 
to the newsletter is the Camp Invention flyer. Sign up now and use the discount code “ FUN25” 
to take $25.00 off. Click here to register. 

Spiritwear Show your school spirit and purchase your SJA wear. The store will be open 2/4/25- 
2/24/25. Please use this link to place your order here.   
 
Stem Opportunities:Looking for STEM opportunities outside of school for your student?  Take 
a look at this STEM website for STEM opportunities outside of school. Here is the 
link:https://sites.google.com/stjoanarc.org/stem/stem-opportunities 
 
 
From the nurse:   Illness Update!  We continue to have the Influenza Type Illness and some 
cases of Flu A and even Covid. Symptoms vary from child to child. They run the gamut from 
headaches, stuffy/nose and congestion, cough, sore throat, nausea, loss of appetite, diarrhea and 
vomiting. Some have fevers, others do not.  
 
Please- if your child complains of any of the above symptoms, or ‘just isn’t feeling right’, could 
you please take the precaution and keep them home to evaluate. We are following the ‘best 
practices’ suggested by the health department to try and limit the spread in our school.  We 
appreciate your help and understanding during this time.  
 
Best Treatment:  Rest, Hydration and Over-the-Counter Medications to treat symptoms. 
If fever or illness persists, contact your primary care provider for diagnosis and treatment. 
 
Attendance:  If your child is going to be absent from school, arrive late or leave early~~ Could 
you please email their homeroom teacher along with 'attendance@stjoanarc.org’, with the reason 
your child is missing school. Please include their symptoms if they are ill. 
 
 

 

https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/stjoanarc/camp2025?token=1166765504
https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/stjoanarc/camp2025?token=1166765504
https://www.invent.org/programs/camp-invention
https://stjoanofarcspiritwear.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://sites.google.com/stjoanarc.org/stem/stem-opportunities


Brag Book: Our students have so many interests outside of school and we would like to 
highlight some of their talents, achievements, and interests.  If you would like your student to be 
featured in our 1st ever SJA Brag book, please email Elisa Maid at Emaid@stjoanarc.org a 
picture and a blurb about what you would like to showcase.   
 
This is a great way to discover more about our students for prospective families and current 
families.  Your participation would be greatly appreciated.  Please understand that this will be a 
virtual book that will be posted on our school's website. 
 

 
 
The 2025 Simone Biles Invitational  was held at the George R. Brown Convention Center in 
Houston, TX.  Over 2,000 female gymnasts throughout the United States attended. 
Gymnasts ranged from level three to level 10. Madison Effinger, a level six gymnast from 
ACPR Gymnastics from Churchville, Maryland competed in all four events. Her score of 
9.325 on floor landed her in second place overall.  She was able to meet Simone Biles, her 
husband, Jonathan Owen, who plays for the Chicago Bears and the rest of her family. She 
earned three medals while in attendance. 
 
 
Track it Forward:All families registered on Track it Forward have received an "Hour Update" 
email. If you have not received an email regarding your volunteer hours, please register your 
family on Track it Forward by clicking here.   
 

 

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/stjoan-arc-school


NEW opportunities have been added for upcoming events as well as our ongoing opportunities. 
We are always in need of water, forever stamps, and reams of paper. School reviews and 
testimonies are also year around opportunities!  
 
Please keep in mind that 20 hours need to be completed by May 5, 2025 in order to receive credit 
for this year. Any hours left incomplete by May 6, 2025 at 8:00am will be billed through FACTS 
at the rate of $10.00 per hour.  
 

HersheyPark Tickets:Discounted HersheyPark tickets are on sale again this year! Please click 
here to order. Ticket sales begin today, January 15th and will end on Friday April 11th. 
Admission tickets are discounted to $50.00 each. Every 10 tickets sold earns one ticket to help 
send our 8th graders on their class trip for free! Tickets are valid for any one public operational 
day in 2025. Please email svara@stjoanarc.org with any questions.day in 2025. 
 
 
HSA : CASH BINGO Tickets now on sale! 
Join us Feb 28th @ 6:30pm in the church hall for Cash Bingo. Doors open at 6pm. You may 
purchase tickets online prior to the event or you may purchase tickets at the door which will be 
cash only. There will be additional games for sale, as well as daubers and nominal snacks for 
purchase, also cash only. We will be raffling themed baskets off during the evening. All money 
raised during this event will be donated back to the school.  
  

Kids are welcome to play bingo, but adults must claim payout. We respectfully ask all people in 
attendance who are not volunteers to play Bingo. We are expecting a full house! 
Tickets are $20 a piece and can be purchased by clicking here. If you purchase 8 tickets we will 
reserve a table for your group, otherwise it will be first come first serve seating. 
 
 Get ready to sell those Joe Corbi's pizzas! The fundraiser will run February 27 thru March 14, 
2025. The delivery date will be Monday, April 14th. Information will go home with your student 
as the date nears. Be on the lookout! 
 

AOB Baltimore Blast Night – On March 2 at 3:00 p.m., all members of the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore and our Catholic School students and families get a special discount night where the 
Blast will be celebrating the archdiocese! https://baltimoreblast.com/archdiocese/ Ticket prices 
are $23. Please see the attached flyer and Baltimore Blast logo to use to help promote. 
 
 

 

https://www.trackitforward.com/site/592007/events
https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/stjoanarc/hersheypark2025?token=1874866403
https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/stjoanarc/bingo22825?token=132810398
https://baltimoreblast.com/archdiocese/


Rise Up: HAVE MERCY! Middle School Day - On Saturday, March 8, from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m., all youth in grades 6-8 are invited to participate in the annual Archdiocesan middle 
school gathering, now with a new focus and location. The day at Holy Family (Randallstown) 
will begin with Mass at 10:00 a.m., celebrated by Bishop Bruce Lewandowski (all parents and 
family members are welcome to attend). Middle school participants will then play, pray, learn, 
and actively serve as we unpack the corporal and spiritual works of mercy in the light of Catholic 
social teaching. The $20/person cost includes lunch! Registration will close on February 28th (or 
when full). Information and resources: 

·                Parish/School Groups may register at: 
https://archbalt.regfox.com/rise-up-2025-group-registration 
·                Parent/Guardians whose parishes are not sending a group may register their 
child(ren) directly using this (bilingual) online form: 
https://archbalt.regfox.com/riseup2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://archbalt.regfox.com/rise-up-2025-group-registration
https://archbalt.regfox.com/riseup2025


 

 



 

Summer Camp at SJA – 2025  
Welcome to SJA’s 2025 Camp – Bring on the fun!  

We look forward to providing your child with the best summer ever!   
SJA is offering 7 weeks of camp, making it easy to fit one or more weeks into your 
schedule.   

Excluding Camp Invention and Vacation Bible School, all other camps are from 8am – 
4pm. Students  must be entering Kindergarten to register.  

Deposits are nonrefundable and nontransferable.  

Week 1: Around the World - June 9-13, Camp Cost $270 (5 days, 8am - 4pm)  
We will travel around the world in 5 days! Fun facts, games, traditions and food samples 
from around the  world, ending the week with an International Dance Party!  

Week 2: Nature Week - June 16-18, Camp Cost $162 (3 days, 8am - 4pm)  
Nature, Nature, Nature! Learn about critters and their habitats, as well as our outdoors with 
Mrs. Simmons!  Please note there is no camp on Thursday or Friday, June 19th and 20th.  

Week 3: Art/Music - June 23 -27, Camp Cost $270 (5 days, 8am - 4pm)  
Enjoy a week of exploring art and music!  

Week 4: Camp Invention - July 7-11, See Separate Registration (5 days)  
Camp Invention is a high-energy, hands-on STEM Camp. Register at Camp Invention.  

Week 5: Creative Chef - July 14-18, Camp Cost $320 (5 days, 8am - 4pm)  
We will cook all week preparing dishes that the kids will eat from fresh ingredients. Everyone 
will learn kitchen  safety and how to use kitchen tools to make yummy foods!  

Week 6: Character Week - July 21 -25, Camp Cost $270 (5 days, 8am - 4pm)  
Each day we will have fun learning activities celebrating a variety of characters.  

Week 7: Vacation Bible School – July 27 – August 1, Camp Cost See 
Separate  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


